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English

Yahya related to me from Malik from Yahya ibn Said from Muhammad ibn
Yahya ibn Habban from al-Qasim ibn Muhammad that A'isha, the wife of the
Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, said, "Sheep from the
zakat were brought past Umar ibn al-Khattab and he saw amongst them a
sheep with a large udder, ready to give milk, and he said, 'What is this sheep
doing here?' and they replied, 'lIt is one of the sheep from the zakat.' Umar
said, 'The owners did not give this sheep willingly. Do not subject people to
trials. Do not take from the muslims those of their animals which are the
best food-producers.' "

Yahya related to me from Malik from Yahya ibn Said that Muhammad ibn
Yahya ibn Habban said, "Two men from the Ashja tribe told me that
Muhammad ibn Maslama al-Ansari used tocome to them to collect their
zakat, and he would say to anyone who owned livestock, 'Select (the animal
for) the zakat on your livestock and bring it to me,' and he would accept any
sheep that was brought to him provided it met the requirements of what the
man owed."

Malik said, "The sunna with us, and what | have seen the people of
knowledge doing in our city, is that things are not made difficult for the
muslims in their paying zakat, and whatever they offer of their livestock is
accepted from them."
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