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Malik related to me from Ibn Shihab from Urwa ibn az-Zubayr that Abd ar-
Rahman ibn Abd al-Qari said, "l went out with Umar ibn alKhattab in
Ramadan to the mosque and the people there were spread out in groups.
Some men were praying by themselves, whilst others were praying in small
groups. Umar said, 'By Allah! It would be better in my opinion if these people
gathered behind one reciter.' So he gathered them behind Ubayy ibn Kab.
Then | went out with him another night and the people were praying behind
their Qur'an reciter. Umar said, 'How excellent this new way is, but what you
miss while you are asleep is better than what you watch in prayer.' He
meant the end of the night, and people used to watch the beginning of the
night in prayer."
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