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English

Al-Bara’ b. Azib said:

The people passed by the Messenger of Allah (%) with a jew whose face

blackened with charcoal and he was being taken around. He adjured them
by Allah and asked: What is the prescribed punishment for a fornicator in
your Divine book? He (the narrator) said: They referred him to a man of

them. The Prophet (%) adjured him and asked: What is the punishment for a

fornication in your Divine Book? He replied: Stoning. But fornication spread
among our people of rank, so we disliked that a person of rank should be left
alone and the punishment be inflicted on one who is lower in rank than him.

So we suspended it for us. The Messenger of Allah (4&) then commanded

regarding him and he was stoned to death. He then said: O Allah! | am the
first to give life to a command of Thy Book which they had killed.
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