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English
Narrated Malik b. Aws b. Al-Hadathan:

‘Umar sent for me when the day rose high. | found him sitting on a couch
without cover. When | entered upon him, he said: Malik, some people of you
tribe gradually came here, and | have ordered to give them something, so
distribute it among them. | said: If you assigned this (work) to some other
person, (it would be better). He said: Take it. Then Yarfa' came to him and
said: Commander of the Faithful, will you permit '‘Uthman b. 'Affan, 'Abd al-
Rahman b. 'Awf, al-Zubair b. al-'Awwam, and Sa'd b, Abi Waqqas (to enter) ?
He said: Yes. So he permitted them and they entered. Yarfa' again came to
him and said: Commander of the Faithful, would you permit al-'Abbas and
'‘Ali ? He said: Yes. He then permitted them and they entered. Al-'Abbas said:
Commander of Faithful, decide between me and this, referring to 'Ali. Some
of them said: Yes, Commander of the Faithful, decide between them and
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give them comfort. Malik b. Aws said: It occurred to me that both of them
brought the other people for this. 'Umar said: Show patience (do not make
haste). He then turned towards those people and said: | adjure you by Allah
by Whose order the heaven and earth stand. Do you know that Messenger of
Allah (#8) said: We are not inherited whatever we leave is sadagah (alms).
They said: Yes. He then turned towards 'Ali and al-'Abbas and said: | adjure
you by Allah by Whose order the heaven and earth stand. Do you know that
Messenger of Allah (%) said: We are not inherited whatever we leave is
sadagah (alms). They said: Yes. He then said: Allah has appointed for the
Messenger of Allah (%) a special portion (in the booty) which he did not do
for anyone. Allah, Most High, said: What Allah has bestowed on His Apostle
(and taken away) from them - for this ye made no expedition with either
cavalry or camelry. But Allah gives power to His apostles over any He
pleases ; and Allah has power over all things". Allah bestowed (the property
of) Banu al-Nadir on His Apostle. | swear by Allah, he did not reserve it for
himself, nor did he take it over and above you. The Messenger of Allah (g";%)
used to his share for his maintenance annually, or used to take his
contribution and give his family their annual contribution (from this
property), then take what remained and deal with it as he did with Allah's
property. He then turned towards those people and said: | adjure you by
Allah by Whose order the heaven and earth stand. Do you know that ? They
said: Yes. He then turned towards 'Ali and al-'Abbas and said: | adjure you by
Allah by Whose order the heaven and earth stand. Do you know that ? They

said: Yes. When the Messenger of Allah (%) died, Abu Bakr said: | am the

protector of the Messenger of Allah (@‘;ﬁ). Then you and this ('Ali) came to
Abu Bakr, demanding a share from the inheritance of your cousin, and this
(‘Ali) demanding the share of his wife from (the property of her) father. Abu
Bakr then said: The Messenger of Allah (4) said: We are not inherited.
Whatever we leave is sadagah. Allah knows that he (Abu Bakr) was true,
faithful, rightly-guided, and the follower of Triuth. Abu Bakr then
administered it (property of the Prophet). When Abu Bakr died, | said: | am
the protector of the Messenger of Allah (@g{g) and Abu Bakr. So | administered
whatever Allah wished. Then you and this (‘Ali) came. Both of you are at one,
and your matter is the same. So they asked me for it (property), and | said: If
you wish | give it to you on condition that you are bound by the covenant of
Allah, meaning that you will administer it as the Messenger of Allah (%)
used to administer. So you took it from me on that condition. Then again you
have come to me so that | decide between you other than that. | swear by
Allah, | shall not decide between you other than that till the Last Hour
comes. If you helpless, return it to me.
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Abu Dawud said: They asked him for making it half between them, and not
that they were ignorant of the fact the Prophet (%) said: We are not

inherited. Whatever we leave is sadagah (alms). They were also seeking the
truth. 'Umar then said: | do not apply the name of division to it ; It leave it on
its former condition.
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