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English

Chapter: Belief in the Divine Decree - Section 3

On God’s words, “When your Lord took from the children of Adam from their
backs their offspring,” * Ubayy b. Ka‘b said:

He gathered them and put them in pairs. Thereafter He fashioned them and
endowed them with speech, and they spoke. He then made an agreement
and covenant with them, calling them to witness regarding themselves,
[saying] “Am | not your Lord?” They replied, “Yes.” He said, “l call the seven
heavens and the seven earths to witness regarding you, and | call your
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father Adam to witness regarding you, lest you should say on the day of
resurrection, ‘We did not know of this.” Know that there is no god other than
me and no lord other than me, and do not associate anything with me. |
shall send to you my messengers to call to your remembrance my
agreement and my covenant, and | shall send down my books to you. They
replied, “We testify that Thou art our Lord and our God; we have no other
lord and no other god but Thee.” So they confirmed that. Adam was raised
above them and looked at them, and seeing the rich and the poor, the
beautiful and those not so beautiful, he asked, “My Lord, why didst Thou not
make Thy servants equal?” He replied, “I wanted to be thanked.” He also
saw among them the prophets like lamps with light in them. They had
another -special covenant concerning their mission and prophetic office, viz.
His words, “And when we took from the prophets their covenant... Jesus son-
of Mary.” ** He was among those spirits and He sent him to Mary. Ubayy is
quoted as saying that he entered by her mouth.

Ahmad transmitted it.

*ibid.
** Quran, 33:7.
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