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English

Chapter: Belief in the Divine Decree - Section 2

‘Abdallah b. ‘Amr said:

God’s messenger came out with two books in his hands and asked, “Do you
know what these two books are?” We replied, “No, messenger of God, unless
you tell us.” Of the one in his right hand he said, “This is a book from the
Lord of the universe containing the names of those who will go to paradise,
as well as the names of their fathers and their tribes. It is completed to the
last man, so there will never be any increase or diminution in their
numbers.” Of the one in his left hand he then said, “This is a book from the
Lord of the universe containing the names of those who will go to hell, as
well as the names of their fathers and their tribes. It is completed to the last
man, so there will never be any increase or diminution in their numbers.” His
Companions asked, “What then, messenger of God, is the good of doing
anything if the matter is already decided?” He replied, “Follow a right course
and keep as near to it as you can, for the last act of one who is to go to
paradise will be an act appropriate for those who go to paradise no matter
what he may have done; but the last act of one who is to go to hell will be an
act appropriate for those who go to hell no matter what he may have done.”
God’s messenger then made a gesture with his hands throwing the books
away and said, “Your Lord has decided everything about mankind; a section
will be in paradise and a section in the blaze.”
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