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English

Chapter: Belief in the Divine Decree - Section 1

Abu Huraira reported that God’s messenger told of Adam and Moses holding
a disputation in their Lord’s presence and of Adam getting the better of
Moses in argument. Moses said, “You are Adam whom God created with His
hand, into whom He breathed of His spirit, to whom He made the angels do
obeisance, and whom He caused to dwell in His garden; then because of
your sin you caused mankind to come down to the earth.” Adam replied,
“And you are Moses whom God chose to deliver His messages and to
address, to whom He gave the tablets on which everything was explained,
and whom He brought near as a confidant. How long before | was created
did you find that God has written the Torah?”* Moses said, “Forty years.”
Adam asked, “Did you find in it, ‘And Adam disobeyed his Lord and
erred’?”** On being told that he did, he said, “Do you then blame me for
doing a deed which God had decreed that | should do forty years before He
created me?” God’'s messenger said, “So Adam got the better of Moses in
argument.”

Muslim transmitted it.

* At-Taurat, a general name for the first five books of the Old Testament.
** These words are in Quran, xx, 121.
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