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English
Chapter - Section 3

‘Uthman said that when the Prophet died some of his companions were so
grieved that they almost began to harbour doubts. Remarking that he was
one of them, ‘Uthman said:

While | was sitting ‘Umar passed me and gave me a salutation, but | did not
notice it. ‘Umar complained to Abu Bakr, and the two of them came forward
and gave me a salutation; then Abu Bakr asked, “What induced you to
refrain from returning the salutation of your brother ‘Umar?” | replied, “I did
no such thing.” ‘Umar retorted, “Yes, | swear by God, you did.” | said, “I
swear by God that | did not notice you passing me or giving me a
salutation.” Abu Bakr then said, “*Uthman is speaking the truth. Something
must have distracted you.” On my replying that it had, he asked me what it
was, and | said, “God has taken His Prophet before we asked him wherein
this affair provides salvation.” Abu Bakr said that he had asked him about
that, so | rose and went to him and said to him, “You for whom | would give
my father and mother as ransom are most worthy of it.” Abu Bakr then told
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me that he had asked, “Messenger of God, wherein does this affair provide
salvation?” to which God’s messenger replied, “If anyone accepts from me
the confession which | proposed to my paternal uncle* and he rejected, it
will be salvation for him.”

Ahmad transmitted it.

* Abu Talib, the uncle who gave protection in Makkah, but did not accept his
religion.
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