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English

Mughirah bin Shu'bah Radiyallahu'Anhu says: "One night | became a guest
with Rasulullah Sallallahu ‘Alayhi Wasallam. At the time of meals a roasted
side portion of meat was served. Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam cut
pieces from it and gave me to eat. During this period Bilaal came and called
out the adhaan. Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam said: ‘May his

both hands be in dust. What made him call out the adhaan now'. He put
down the knife and went for salaah". Mughirah Radiyallahu 'Anhu says
"(Another thing that happened) that my moustache had grown long.
Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam said: 'Come let me put a
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miswaak on it and trim it', or said, 'Put a miswaak on it and trim it'. (One of
the narrators are in doubt as to which of the two Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi
Wasallam had said).
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There are a few important matters to be discussed here. The first is that Sayyidina
Mughirah Radiyallahu 'Anhu became a guest of Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi
Wasallam. The 'ulama give two meanings to this. This is also strengthened by other
narrations. One is that the word 'together' (with) is extra. The object is that I became a
guest of Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam. As a host he had a side portion
roasted and cut pieces from the meat and gave me to eat. The narration in Tirmidhi is

more appropriate to this subject.

The narration in Abu Daawud on this is clear and the words mentioned are this: 'I
became a guest of Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam'. Th, second meaning is that
Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallailahu 'Alayhi Wasallam and 1 were the guests of a third person.
The word 'together, in the narration supports this. In this case, for Sayyidina Rasulullah
Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam to cut the meat and feed the guest was to create love and
brotherhood. Some have written a third meaning: I invited Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi

Wasallam to be my guest'.

This is not true. According to this humble servant it is more correct that: 'T was the guest
of Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam and Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam and

other guests were invited'. As was the general custom that respected people were invited
with their servants and guests. In this manner there will be no contradiction between the

narrations of Abu Daawud and Tirmidhi. In reality he was the guest of Sayyidina
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Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam and because of an invitation to Sayyidina
Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam and his guests, he and Sayyidina Rasulullah
Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam were both the guests of another person.

The second question in the narrations of Abu Daawud and Bayhagqi is that it has been
prohibited to cut with a knife. The 'ulama of hadith have summed up both hadith in
many ways. The easiest is, that it has been prohibited to use a knife for eating purposes.
If the meat is not cooked well (tender), there is no harm in first cutting it and then
eating it with the hand. As a general rule in law, where a thing is found to be both
permitted and prohibited, and there is no sound reason for adopting it, then according to

the basis of law the prohibition shall be given preference.

This is an independent view of law. Some 'ulama have written, the hadith in which it has
been prohibited is mentioned in the following terms (words): 'Do not cut meat with a
knife. This is the way of the 'Ajamis (non-believers)'. We gather that the prohibition is in
following the ways of the non-believers. There is no prohibition using a knife. We have
been prohibited in thousands of ahaadith imitating the non-believers. The third question
is the words that Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam said about Sayyidina

Bilaal Radiyallahu'Anhu. The words were an admonition.

The meanings of such words are not intended, but are used to reproach someone. These
types of words are used in every language when scolding someone. Although some 'ulama
have taken the literal meaning of the words because they are the words of Sayyidina
Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam. In reality it was only to reproach, the reason
being that when the Messenger of Allah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam is busy attending toa
guest, then the ahaan should not be given. It was better to wait till they had finished, as

there was still room for performing salaah a little later.

The fourth question is about trimming the moustache. The meaning is clear as stated in
the explanation of the hadith that the moustache of Sayyidina Mughirah Radiyallahu
'Anhu had grown long. Instead of a comb Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam
said a miswaak must be put to trim the moustache. Some of the commentators on hadith
say that the moustache of Sayyidina Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam is meant here,
but in the narration of Abu Daawud it is clearly stated that: 'My moustache had become

long which Rasulullah Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wasallam then trimmed'.

In different ahaadith this is mentioned in different wordings. It has been stated: 'Let the
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beards grow long'. And it has been stressed very much that the moustache be cut short.
For this reason a group of 'ulama say it is sunnah to shave the moustache. The research

of the majority of the 'ulama show that it is sunnah to cut the moustache short. It should

be cut so short that it is nearest to shaving.
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