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English

Chapter: The Status of the Lowest people in paradise

Ma'bad b. Hilal al ‘Anazi reported: We went to Anas b. Malik through Thabit
and reached there (his house) while he was offering the forenoon prayer.
Thabit sought permission for us and we entered, and he seated Thabit with
him on his bedstead. He (Thabit) said to him (Anas b. Malik): O Abu Hamza
(kunya of Anas b. Malik), your brothers from among the inhabitants of Basra
ask you to narrate to them the hadith of intercession. He said: Muhammad

(4&) narrated to us: When it would be the Day of Resurrection, some of the

people would rush to one another in bewilderment. They would come to
Adam and say: Intercede (with your Lord) for your progeny. He would say: |
am not fit to do this, but go to Ibrabim (peace be upon him) for he is the
Friend of Allah. They would come to Ibrahim, but he would say: | am not fit
to do this, but go to Moses, for he is Allah's Interlocutor. They would come to
Moses, but he would say: | am not fit to do this, but you should go to Jesus,
for he is the Spirit of Allah and His word. They would come to Jesus, and he

would say, | am not fit to do this; you better go to Muhammad (%). They
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would come to me, and | would say: | am in a position to do that, | would go
and ask the permission of my Lord and it would be granted to me. | would
then stand before Him and would extol Him with praises which | am not able
to do now, but with which Allah would inspire me, then | would fall in
prostration and it would be said to me: O Muhammad, raise thy head, and
say and it would be listened to; ask and it would be granted, intercede and it
would be accepted. | shall say: My Lord, my people, my people It would be
said: Go, and bring forth from it (Hell) him who has in his heart faith equal to
the weight of a wheat grain or a barley seed. | would go and do that; then |
would return to my Lord and extol Him with those praises (taught to me by
Allah), then | would fall in prostration. It would be said to me: O Muhammad,
raise your head, and say and it would be heard; ask and it would be granted,;
intercede and intercession would be accepted. So | would say: My people.
my people. It would be said to me: Go and take out from it (Hell) him who
has in his heart faith equal to the weight of a mustard seed. | would go and
do that. | would again return to my Lord and extol Him with those praises. |
would then fall in prostration. It would be said to me: O Muhammad,
raisevour head: say, and you would be listened to; ask and it would be
granted; intercede and intercession would be accepted. | would say: My
Lord, my people, my people. It would be said to me: Go, and bring out of the
Fire him who has in his heart as much faith as the smallest, smallest,
smallest grain of mustard seed. | would go and do that. This is the hadith
which Anas narrated to us. We went out of his (house) and when we reached
the upper part of Jabban (graveyard) we said: Would that we meet Hasan
and salute him and he was hiding in the house of Abu Khalifa. He (Ma'bad b.
Hilal, the narrator) said: We went to him and greeted him and we said: O
Abu Sa'id, we come from your brother Abu Hamza (kunya of Anas), and we
have never heard a hadith like this relating to intercession, which he has
narrated to us. He said: Narrate it, we narrated the hadith. He said: Narrate
it (still further). We said: He did not (narrate it) before us more than this. He
said: He (Anas) had narrated it to us twenty years back, when he was strong
and healthy. He has in fact missed something. | cannot make out whether
the old man has forgotten or he has (intentionally) avoided to narrate it to
you lest you should rely (absolutely) upon it (and abandon doing good
deeds). We said to him: Relate that to us, and he laughed and said: There is
haste in the nature of man. | did not make mention of it to you but for the
fact that | wanted to narrate that to you (and added that the Prophet said): |
would then return to my Lord for the fourth time and extol Him with these
praises. | would then fall in prostration. It would be said to me: O
Muhammad, raise your head: say and it will be listened to; ask and it will be
granted; intercede and intercession would be accepted. | would say: O my
Lord, permit me regarding him who professed: There is no god but Allah. He
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(the Lord) would say: That is not for thee or that is not what lies with thee,
but by My Honour, Glory, Greatness and Might, | would certainly take him
out who professed it: There is no god but Allah. He (the narrator, Ma'bad)
said: | hear testimony to the fact that the hadith transmitted to us-by Hasan
was heard by him from Anas b. Malik and | can see that he reported it
twenty years back, when he was hale and hearty.
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