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English
(370) Chapter: Ahadith about Dajjal and Portents of the Hour

'‘Aishah (May Allah be pleased with her) said:
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The Prophet (%) said, "If a person dies without observing Saum (fasts), his
Wali should make it up on his behalf."

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim].

Commentary: Sheikh Al-Albani says that this fasting refers to fasting of vow
and not the fasting of Ramadan. Sheikh Al-Albani has particularized the
narration by “Aishah (May Allah be pleased with her) with the help of the
narration of Ibn “Abbas (May Allah be pleased with them), in which the
fasting of vow is specifically mentioned. The reason is that in the bodily
worship, acting on the behalf of others is not permitted. As one cannot act or
perform any bodily worship on behalf of others, similarly it is not allowed to
do so after somebody's death. However, if in any particular case, there is a
ruling in the Qur'an or Sunnah then in that particular matter deputizing
would be allowed. In such case the permission should be limited to that
particular matter only. For example it is specifically mentioned in the Hadith
that the Wali, i.e., the guardian or inheritor of the dead person can observe
the fasting of vow taken by the deceased person to Allah. However, no
offering of other bodily worship, such as Salat, will be permitted on behalf of
the deceased person.
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