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English

(303) Chapter: Prohibition of Consultation with Soothsayers

Mu'awiyah bin Al-Hakam (May Allah be pleased with him) reported:
| said: "O Messenger of Allah, | have recently emerged from ignorance and
Allah has favoured me with Islam. There are still some men among us who

1/3


https://www.hadithbd.com
https://www.hadithbd.com
https://www.hadithbd.com
https://www.hadithbd.com

&} hadithbd.com — = 7R (e A=)

visit the soothsayers to consult them (on matters relating to the future)." He
(4&) replied, "Do not visit them." | said: "There are some men who are

guided by omens." He replied, "These are the ideas which come up in their
minds but you should not be influenced by them (i.e., these things) should
not prevent them from pursuing their works." | said: "There are some men
who practise divination by drawing lines on the ground."” The Messenger of

Allah (%) replied, "There was a Prophet who drew lines, the line which
agrees with the line drawn by that Prophet would be correct."

[Muslim].

Commentary:

1. This Hadith has already appeared earlier [Hadith No 701]. "These are the
ideas which come up in their minds' means that sometimes something
appears and one's mind at once takes it as a bad omen. This is something
instinctive and natural and one is not accountable for it. But if one acts in
accordance with that omen then what he does is wrong and is, therefore,
forbidden. For this reason, the Prophet (PBUH) said, “(i.e., these things)
should not prevent them from pursuing their works."

2. The drawing of a line mentioned in this Hadith is different from the
drawing of lines in “lyafah mentioned earlier. Moreover, that was an act of a
Prophet which was done by him in the light of Wahy sent to him by Allah
and, therefore, was certainly correct. But now, nobody possesses that
knowledge and cannot, therefore, be adopted. The statement of the Prophet
(PBUH) that: "The line which agrees with the line drawn by that Prophet
would be correct" was by way of elucidation. It does not mean that that act
can also be done by anyone today, for how can it be done without knowing
its principles. How did that Prophet of Allah draw that line? What were its
principles? Since that knowledge has passed away with that Prophet, it is
now no longer valid, nor would it be fruitful. Who was the Prophet who did it?
Some people say it was Prophet Daniyal (Daniel), while other think it was
Prophet Idris. Allah Alone knows the truth.
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