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English

(290) Chapter: Prohibition of gazing at women and Beardless Handsome Boys except in Exigency

Allah, the Exalted, says:

"Tell the believing men to lower their gaze (from looking at forbidden
things)." (24:30)

"Verily, the hearing, and the sight, and the heart, of each of those ones will
be questioned (by Allah)." (17:36)

"Allah knows the fraud of the eyes, and all that the breasts conceal." (40:19)
"Verily, your Rubb is Ever Watchful (over them)." (89:14)

Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) said:
The Prophet (%) said, "Allah has written the very portion of Zina which a

man will indulge in. There will be no escape from it. The Zina of the eye is
the (lustful) look, the Zina of the ears is the listening (to voluptuous songs or
talk), the Zina of the tongue is (the licentious) speech, the Zina of the hand
is the (lustful) grip, the Zina of the feet is the walking (to the place where he
intends to commit Zina), the heart yearns and desires and the private parts
approve all that or disapprove it."

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim].

This is the wording in Muslim; Al-Bukhari wording is a bit short.
Commentary: Seeing, listening, walking, etc., are means of committing the
sin of fornication and adultery, but they have been termed so metaphorically
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so that every Muslim saves himself from them. If he does not try to save
himself from them, his desires will find support from the private parts of his
body; that is, he will incline to immoral acts. If he keeps himself away from
the means of fornication and adultery, his private parts will crush his desires,
that is to say he will be saved from immoral acts. This is the reason it is said
that one should avoid glances, smiles, salutation, conversation, promises
and then meetings which occur by stages on one's way to fornication and
adultery.
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