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English

(271) Chapter: Prohibition of Spying on Muslims and to be Inquisitive about Others

It has been reported that a man was brought before Abdullah bin Mas'ud
(May Allah be pleased with him) because his beard was giving out smell of
wine. Ibn Mas'ud said:

"We have been prohibited from spying (on Muslims) and finding faults (with
them). But we can take to task only and only if the sin is overt.

[Abu Dawud].

Commentary:

1. In this Hadith we find a model conduct of the Companions of the Prophet
(PBUH) which was taught to them by Islam. The Companions of the Prophet
(PBUH) were certainly strict followers of the commands and prohibitions of
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Islam.

2. A Hadd or Ta zir (punishment) is not enforced on mere suspicion. A solid
evidence is essential for both of them.
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