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English

(256) Chapter: Some cases where it is permissible to Backbite

Zaid bin Al-Argam (May Allah be pleased with him) said:

We set out on a journey along with the Messenger of Allah (Q*;%) and we faced
many hardships. 'Abdullah bin Ubaiy (the chief of the hypocrites at Al-
Madinah) said to his friends: "Do not spend on those who are with the
Messenger of Allah (%) until they desert him." He also said: "If we return to
Al-Madinah, the more honourable (meaning himself, i.e., Abdullah bin Ubaiy)
will drive out therefrom the meaner (meaning Messenger of Allah (gg@)." |

went to the Messenger of Allah (&) and informed him about that and he
sent someone to 'Abdullah bin Ubaiy. He asked him whether he had said
that or not. Abdullah took an oath that he had not done anything of that sort
and said that it was Zaid who carried a false tale to the Messenger of Allah
(48). Zaid said: | was so much perturbed because of this until this Verse was
revealed verifying my statement:

"When the hypocrites come to you (O Muhammad (‘%)), they say: 'We bear

witness that you are indeed the Messenger of Allah.' Allah knows that you
are indeed His Messenger, and Allah bears witness that the hypocrites are

liars indeed." (63:1) Then the Messenger of Allah (%) called the hypocrites

in order to seek forgiveness for them from Allah, but they turned away their
heads.

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim].

Commentary: "Abdullah bin Ubaiy was the chief of the hypocrites at Al-
Madinah. In the journey mentioned in this Hadith, which was undertaken in
connection with the war with Banu Al-Mustalig, he had used improper words
against the Prophet (PBUH) and Muslims, which were overheard by Zaid bin
Al-Argam (May Allah be pleased with him). The latter informed the Prophet
(PBUH) about this occurrence. This incident goes to prove that exposing the
designs and conspiracies of hypocrites does not form backbiting. In fact, it is
essential to keep people informed about them in the interest of Islam and
Muslims.
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