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English

(255) Chapter: Prohibition of Listening to Backbiting

'Itban bin Malik (May Allah be pleased with him) said in his long Hadith cited
in the Chapter entitled 'Hope' reported:
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When the Prophet (%) stood up to offer As-Salat (the prayer) he asked,
"Where is Malik bin Ad-Dukhshum?" A man replied: "He is a hypocrite. He
does not love Allah and His Messenger." The Prophet (%) said, "Do not say

that. Do you not know that he said: La ilaha illallah (there is no true god
except Allah),' seeking His Pleasure. Allah has made the fire of Hell unlawful
for him who affirms that none has the right to be worshipped but Allah."

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim].

Commentary: "Allah has made the fire of Hell unlawful' means that a Muslim
will not abide in Hell for ever. The reason is that if a Muslim has committed
some major sin and Allah has not pardoned it, then he will certainly suffer its
punishment in Hell. He will stay there as long as Allah will. However, he will
be later on shifted to Jannah. This Hadith also leads us to the conclusion that
the backbiting of a Muslim is forbidden. See the explanation of this Hadith
under Hadith No. 418.
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