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(254) Chapter: The Prohibition of Backbiting and the Commandment of Guarding one's Tongue

‘Aishah (May Allah be pleased with her) said:
| said to the Prophet (@‘;ﬁ); “Such and such thing of Safiyyah (May Allah be

pleased with her) is sufficient for you." (She means to say that she was a
woman with a short stature). He said, "You have indeed uttered a word
which would pollute the sea if it were mixed in it." She further said: |
imitated a person before him and he said, "l do not like that | should imitate
someone even (if | am paid) in return such and such."

[Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi].

Commentary: In Arabic, the word "Muhakat" is often used for imitating
someone's defect or deformity, etc. Every imitation of this kind also amounts
to backbiting. This is the reason the Prophet (PBUH) used the analogy stated
in this Hadith when "Aishah (May Allah be pleased with her) said that
Safiyyah (May Allah be pleased with her) was short-statured. Imam An-
Nawawi regarded this analogy as based on Wahy and supported his
contention by the Verse of the Qur'an: "Nor does he speak of (his own)
desire. It is only a Revelation revealed." Thus, it is evident from this Hadith
that to speak of somebody in a scornful manner, or ridicule someone's
physical defect, or to imitate someone's deformity, or talk disparagingly
about someone, is a great offense which should be avoided by every Muslim.
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