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English
(253) Chapter: Superiority of Auliya' and their Marvels

Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported:
The Messenger of Allah (%) sent an espionage mission of ten men under the

leadership of 'Asim bin Thabit Al-Ansari (May Allah be pleased with him).
They proceeded till they reached Al-Had'ah, a place between 'Usfan and
Makkah and the news of their arrival reached a section of the tribe of
Hudhail, called Banu Lihyan. About one hundred men, who were all archers,
hurried to follow their tracks. When 'A sim and his companions came to know
of their pursuers, they took refuge in a safe place. The infidels encircled
them and said to them: "Come down and surrender, and we promise and
guarantee you that we will not kill anyone of you." 'Asim bin Thabit (May
Allah be pleased with him) said: "By Allah! | will not come down to be under
the protection of disbelievers. O Allah! convey this news to our Prophet

(48)." Then the infidels shot arrows at them till they killed 'Asim. Three men

came down relying on their promise and covenant. They were Khubaib, Zaid
bin Ad-Dathinah and another man. When the disbelievers captured them,
they tied them up with the strings of their bows. The third of the captives
said: "This is the beginning of first betrayal. By Allah! | will not go with you. |
have a good example in these (martyrs)." So they dragged him and tried to
compel him to accompany them, but he refused. At last they killed him.
They took Khubaib and Zaid bin Ad- Dathina with them and sold them as
slaves in Makkah. This incident took place after the battle of Badr.
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Khubaib was bought by the sons of Al-Harith bin 'Amir bin Naufal bin 'Abd
Manaf. It was Khubaib who had killed Al-Harith in the battle of Badr. Khubaib
remained a prisoner with those people for a few days till the sons of Al-
Harith resolved to kill him.

When Khubaib (May Allah be pleased with him) got wind of this plot, he
borrowed a razor from one of Al- Harith's daughters in order to remove his
pubic hair. Her little son crawled towards Khubaib because of her
carelessness. Later on, she saw her son on his thigh and the razor was in his
hand. She got scared so much that Khubaib noticed the agitation on her face
and said: "Are you afraid that | will kill him? No, | will never do that." She
later remarked (after Al-Khubaib got martyred): "By Allah! | never saw a
prisoner better than Khubaib." She added: "By Allah! | saw him once eating
of a bunch of grapes in his hand while he was chained and there was no
such fruit at that time in Makkah. Probably it was a boon which Allah
bestowed upon Khubaib."

When they took him out of the Haram of Makkah to kill him outside its
boundaries, Khubaib requested them to let him offer two Rak'ah of voluntary
prayer. They allowed him and he offered two Rak'ah prayer. Then he said:
"Had | not apprehended that you would think that | was afraid of death, |
would have prolonged the prayer. O Allah! Count their number; slay them
one by one and spare not one of them." He then recited these poetic verses:

'l do not care how they kill me as long as | get martyred in the Cause of Allah
as a Muslim. | received my death for Allah's sake. If Allah so desires, He will
bless, the amputated limbs of the torn body.'

Then the son of Al-Harith killed him. It was Khubaib who set the tradition for
any Muslim sentenced to death in captivity to offer two Rak'ah of voluntary
prayer. On that day the Messenger of Allah (%) informed his Companions of
the martyrdom of Khubaib. Later on, when some disbelievers from Quraish
were informed that 'Asim had been martyred, they sent some people to
fetch a significant part of his body to ascertain his death. (This was because)
'‘Asim had killed one of their chiefs. So Allah sent a swarm of wasps,
resembling a shady cloud, to hover over the body of 'Asim and to shield him
from their messengers, and thus they could not cut off anything from his
body.

[Al- Bukhari].
Commentary: "Raht'" means a group or party. Some people say it consisted
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of six persons - "Asim bin Thabit, Marthad bin Abu Marthad, Khubaib bin
"Adi, Zaid bin Ad-Dathina, “Abdullah bin Tariqg and Khalid bin Bukair (May
Allah be pleased with him) Some say that it comprised ten persons. Allah
knows better.

The incident reported in this Hadith has many miracles and marvels. For
instance, according to his prayer, the news of his assassination was
conveyed by Allah through Wahy to the Prophet (PBUH) on the very day
when he was martyred and he (PBUH) informed his Companions about it.
Second, Allah provided Khubaib with grapes when they were out of season
during his imprisonment.

Third, Allah sent wasps for the safety of "Asim's corpse.

Fourth, his enemies met with the evil end which he had imprecated for
them.

This Hadith brings forth the following six points:

1. If one's enemy shows strictness and oppression, then he should not
accept the offer of protection from them even if he is killed as a result of
this. One can, however, try to save his life if he sees some signs of leniency
in the enemy's attitude.

2. The matchless perseverance and steadfastness of the Companions of the
Prophet (PBUH) and their patience on the tyrannies perpetrated on them by
their enemies.

3. Even in the worst of circumstances, the Companion of the Prophet (PBUH)
(i.e., Khubaib) maintained the best standard of morality and did not harm
the enemy's child in any way.

4. If the enemy is bent upon killing, then it is permissible to request them for
permission to offer two Rak ah of voluntary Salat because this act of
Khubaib (May Allah be pleased with him) was upheld by the Prophet (PBUH).

5. It is lawful to imprecate for oppressors and disbelievers. There are many
Ahadith on the validity of marvels and miracles which have been mentioned
in the present book in different chapters. The following instances can be
quoted in this respect:

1. The incident of the boy who used to visit a priest and a magician. (See the
Chapter on Patience).

2. The story of Juraij (which occurs in the Chapter on Sincerity).

3. The story of the men of the cave, the entrance of which was closed with a
huge stone. (The Chapter on Generosity).
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4. The story of the man who had heard the voice from the clouds ordering
them to shower rain on a particular garden (the Chapter on Generosity).

Many other incidents also come in this category which are supported by
evidence and are well-known. Allah is Capable of doing everything.
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