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English

(244) Chapter: The Excellence of the Remembrance of Allah

Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported:
The poor Emigrants came to the Messenger of Allah (%) and said: "The

wealthy have gone with the highest ranks and lasting bliss." He asked: "How
is that?" They replied: "They offer Salat (prayer) as we offer it; they observe
fast as we do; (and as they are wealthy) they perform Hajj and 'Umrah, and
go for Jihad, and they spend in charity but we cannot, and they free the
slaves but we are unable to do so." The Messenger of Allah (4%) said, "Shall |

not teach you something with which you may overtake those who surpassed
you and with which you will surpass those who will come after you? None
will excel you unless he who does which you do." They said: "Yes, please do,
O Messenger of Allah" He (#8) said, "You should recite: Tasbih (Allah is free
from imperfection), Takbir (Allah is Greatest), Tahmid (Praise be to Allah)
thirty-three times after each Salat."

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim].
Abu Salih, the subnarrator of the Hadith said, when Abu Hurairah (May Allah
be pleased with him) was asked about the manner of reciting Tasbih,

Tahmid and Takbir, he said, "Recite: "Subhan-Allah, wal-hamdulillah, wallahu
Akbar', till all are recited thirty-three times.
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Commentary: This Hadith has already been mentioned, but with a slightly
different wording with reference to Sahih Muslim. The elaboration made by
Abu Salih apparently seems to indicate that all the three words should be
recited in combination while other religious scholars have shown preference
for reciting them separately. The purpose is, however, attained in either
way. There does arise one question here: Should one recite each of these
words thirty-three times or in all for thirty-three times? The wording of the
Hadith does not make this clear. Other Ahadith, (which will follow soon)
make it clear that each of these words is to be recited for thirty-three times.
This is how their aggregate will come to ninety-nine. The Hadith that follows
makes this point lear.
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