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English
(243) Chapter: The Obligation of Supplicating Allah to Exalt His Mention and its Excellence, and its
Manner

Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported:

The Messenger of Allah (@‘,@é) said, "Whenever someone greets me, Allah
returns the soul to my body (in the grave) and | return his greeting."

[Abu Dawud].

Commentary: We learn from this Hadith that the Prophet (PBUH) is alive in
his grave and he answers the salutation offered by a Muslim. But this life of
his is the life of Barzakh (an intervening state between death and the Day of
Resurrection, and whoever dies, enters it) the reality of which is not known
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to us. Thus, it is wrong to say that the life of the Prophet (PBUH) is like
worldly life or more vigorous than it. Such a claim is baseless because it is
not confirmed by the Qur'an and Hadith. Were he to be alive the way he was
in his lifetime, there would have been no need for "the returning of the soul
to his body" and he would be able to answer the salutations without it.

As far this ambiguity is concerned, when countless Muslims are always
offering salutations to the Prophet (PBUH) how does the return of the soul
takes place after such short intervals? Such questions arise due to the lack
of certitude in the Omnipotence of Allah. When the Prophet (PBUH) stated
that his soul is returned to him then we should have absolute faith in his
statement because Allah is Capable of doing every thing. What is its nature
and form, it is not known to us, nor can we know it. Thus, the question of the
return of soul in the grave should be considered similar to the ambiguous
Ayat of the Qur'an in which every Muslim is required to have blind faith but
their secret is known to Allah Alone. This Hadith has an inducement for
offering more and more supplications for the Prophet (PBUH) so that the
devotee is blessed with the maximum reward in the form of the Prophet's
response to his salutations. It is certainly a great blessing which a Muslim
should try every nerve to achieve.
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