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English
(234) Chapter: Obligation of Jihad

Abu Qatadah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported:
The Messenger of Allah ("%) stood up among his Companions and said,
"Jihad in the way of Allah and belief in Allah (with all His Attributes) are the

most meritorious of actions." A man stood up and said: "O Messenger of
Allah! Inform me if | am killed in the way of Allah, will my sins be blotted

out?" The Messenger of Allah (&%) said, "Yes, in case you are killed in the
way of Allah and you remained patient, hopeful of reward, and advancing
forward without retracing back (i.e., while fighting)." Then he said, "What
was your question?" He inquired again: "Inform me, if | am killed in the way
of Allah, will all my sins be blotted out?" The Messenger of Allah (@‘/@%) replied,
"If you remained patient, hopeful of reward and always fought without

turning your back upon enemy, everything, except debt, will be forgiven.
Jibril has told me this."

[Muslim].

Commentary: This Hadith tells us about the great merit and reward of
martyrdom that it makes up for the shortcomings of the martyrs. This is,
however, subject to four conditions which have been mentioned in the
Hadith. The rights of people, such as debt, will not be forgiven. Similarly,
major sins will not be pardoned without sincere repentance. Some scholars
are of the opinion that debt here means such debt which one does not pay in
spite of the fact that he is able to pay it. Such debts which a debtor intends
to pay but their payment has been delayed due to the lack of means for it
and he dies before paying them, will be hopefully forgiven by the Grace and
Mercy of Allah. There are other Ahadith which lend support to this view.
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