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English
(216) Chapter: The Excellence and Obligation of the Payment of Zakat

Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported:

When the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) passed away, Abu Bakr (May Allah be
pleased with him) was appointed as his successor (caliph). Amongst the
Arabs some men apostatised. Abu Bakr (May Allah be pleased with him)
resolved to fight them. “Umar bin Al-Khattab (May Allah

be pleased with him) said to Abu Bakr: "How can you fight them when the
Messenger of Allah (PBUH) has declared: "| have been commanded to fight
people till they testify La ilaha illallah (there is no true god except Allah);
and if they do it, their blood (life) and property are secured except when
justified by law, and it is for Allah to call them to account." Upon this Abu
Bakr (May Allah be pleased with him) said: "By Allah, | would definitely fight
him who makes distinction between Salat and the Zakat, because it is an
obligation upon the rich to pay Zakat. By Allah | will fight them even to
secure the piece of rope which they used to give to the Messenger of
Allah(PBUH)." “Umar (May Allah be pleased with him) said: "l realized that
Allah opened the heart of Abu Bakr (May Allah be pleased with him) for
fighting those who refused to pay Zakat, and | fully recognized that Abu Bakr
“(May Allah be pleased with him) was right."

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim].

Commentary: This Hadith brings into prominence the excellence of Abu Bakr
As-Siddiq's determination, religious firmness and deep understanding of the
Islamic law. It also tells us that one who does not accept that Zakat is
obligatory in Islam, is a Kafir like the one who renounces Salat. The stand
taken by Abu Bakr was ultimately accepted by all the Companions of the
Prophet (PBUH), and this is how they unanimously agreed to wage Jihad
against those who refused to pay Zakat. This unanimous consent on the
issue of Zakat was based on the order of Shari ah.
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