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English
(194) Chapter: The Excellence of Standing in the First Row (In Salat)

Anas (May Allah be pleased with him) reported:
When the Ilgamah had been announced, the Messenger of Allah (&) turned

his face towards us and said: "Make your rows straight and stand close
together, for | can see you from behind my back."

Commentary: This Hadith mentions a miracle of the Prophet (PBUH), namely
that he could see people standing in the back rows when he was leading the
Salat in congregation. But it does not mean that he was always capable of
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doing so, as is being impressed by certain people. The true position is that it
was a miracle which happened with the Will of Allah at the time when the
Prophet (PBUH) was leading the Salat in congregation. It must be borne in
mind that a miracle happens with the Will of Allah only. It is not at all in the
power of the Prophet (PBUH). Had he been capable of working a miracle on
his own, he would have shown it at his own pleasure. But no Prophet was
ever capable of it, nor was the Prophet (PBUH) an exception to this rule.The
second point that we learn from this Hadith is that of setting the rows
straight, which, in practical terms, means that those who stand up for
offering Salat in congregation must stand so close to each other that their
shoulders and feet are in touch. The Prophet (PBUH) used the word
"Tarassu" to describe this position which means that they should stand like a
brick wall, each unit of which is riveted with the other. This is the meaning
which the Companions of the Prophet (PBUH) understood from it and this is
what they actually practised. Many people nowadays do not stand in Salat
shoulder to shoulder and foot to foot. Some people dislike this practice. May
Allah grant guidance to the Muslims so that they can offer Salat according to
the Sunnah of the Prophet (PBUH).
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[Al- Bukhari].
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