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English
(194) Chapter: The Excellence of Standing in the First Row (In Salat)
Abu Mas'ud (May Allah be pleased with him) reported:

The Messenger of Allah (g‘\;@ used to gently pat our shoulders when we were
standing in rows at the time of Salat and say, "Keep (the rows) straight; do

not differ from each other lest your hearts should suffer from discord. Let
those of you who are mature and prudent be nearer to me, and then those
who are next to them."

[Muslim].

Commentary: "To gently pat our shoulders' means that he would set their
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shoulders right to straighten the row. "Do not differ from each other" here
means that they should stand shoulder to shoulder and ankle to ankle in a
straight line. The reason is that disorder will have a spiritual effect and will
create discord. The latter would eventually result in the domination of
enmity. Thus, we learn from this Hadith that the Imam should stress on his
followers the importance of setting their rows straight; and if his exhortation
fails, he should go to them personally and set their lines in order. We also
learn from this Hadith that men known for wisdom, knowledge and piety
should stand in the first row and these should be followed by those who
come next to them in these virtues.
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