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English

(194) Chapter: The Excellence of Standing in the First Row (In Salat)

Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri (May Allah be pleased with him) reported:
When the Messenger of Allah (%) perceived a tendency among his

Companions to stand in the back rows, he said to them, "Come forward and
be close to me and let those who come after you, follow your lead. If people
continue to fall behind (i.e., in acquiring virtues), Allah puts them behind."

[Muslim].
Commentary: In the context of the chapter, this Hadith tells us that the

Prophet (PBUH) disliked those who occupied a place in the rear rows in Salat
offered in congregation, and exhorted people to find a place in the front
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rows for the reason that by virtue of that place they could closely observe
his manner of offering Salat and emulate him, while people in the rear rows
could emulate those who were in front of them. In this connection, he used a
sentence which has become very common and can also apply to other
matters besides Salat. One should not lag behind in the acquisition of
knowledge and practice and in matters of merit and honour because those
who lag behind in such matters are also pushed back by Allah, while those
who strive hard to acquire merit and honour are helped by Allah and He
makes their way convenient. This Hadith also stresses the need to stand
close to the Imam and has an inducement for excelling each other in virtues.
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