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English

(191) Chapter: The Excellence of Performing Salat (Prayers) in Congregation

Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported:
The Messenger of Allah (@‘;@;) said, "A man's Salat in congregation is twenty-
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five times more rewarding than his Salat at home or in his shop, and that is
because when he performs his Wudu' properly and proceeds towards the
mosque with the purpose of performing Salat in congregation, he does not
take a step without being raised a degree (in rank) for it and having a sin
remitted for it, till he enters the mosque. When he is performing Salat, the
angels continue to invoke Blessings of Allah on him as long as he is in his
place of worship in a state of Wudu'. They say: 'O Allah! Have mercy on him!
O Allah! Forgive him.' He is deemed to be engaged in Salat as long as he
waits for it."

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim].

Commentary: This Hadith tells us that Salat in congregation is far more in
reward than Salat offered alone. In the preceding Hadith it has been held 27
times and in the present, 25 times more rewarding. The reason for this
variation offered by some “Ulama' is that at first it was told to the Prophet
(PBUH) 25 times and then it was increased to 27 and he communicated to
his Companions what was revealed to him. Some other scholars have linked
it with the form, spirit and concentration of the Salat. The more meticulous
one is about its details, the greater will be the reward for it. Another
difference of opinion in this respect is regarding the nature of Salat in
congregation. How does one become eligible for higher reward? Does he
become eligible for it by performing Salat in congregation anywhere, i.e., at
home, in business premises, at an open place, in the desert etc., or in that
congregation which gathers in a mosque? Some "Ulama' go with the first
opinion while others agree with the second. Hafiz Ibn Hajar preferred the
second view on the grounds that the words occuring in the text of this
Hadith support this view.
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