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English
(67) Chapter: Abomination of longing for Death

Qais bin Abu Hazim (May Allah be pleased with him) reported:
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| went to visit Khabbab bin Aratt (May Allah be pleased with him) during his
illness. He had been cauterized in seven places. He said: "Our companions
who have died have left (this world) without having enjoyed the pleasures of
the world (in order to get a great full reward in the Hereafter) while we have
amassed wealth exceeding our needs for which there is no place to keep

except in the earth. Had Messenger of Allah (%) not prohibited us from

longing for death, | would have prayed for it." Then we visited him again and
he was building a wall. He said: "There is a reward in store for a Muslim in
respect of everything on which he spends except for something he places in
the earth (i.e., something exceeding our needs or essentials)."

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim].

Commentary: This Hadith forbids a believer to wish for his death as the
longevity of his age suits him by all means. The longer he lives, the greater
degree of progress he will make in the pursuit of virtues. And in case he
infringes upon the Shari"ah rules, he may perhaps incline towards
penitence. A believer should, therefore, consider his life as a boon and try
his utmost to do good things .
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