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English

(60) Chapter: Excellence of Generosity and Spending in a Good cause with Reliance on Allah

Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported:

| heard Messenger of Allah (%) saying: "The case of a miserly man and a
generous man who gives in charity is similar to that of two persons who are
clad in armour from their breasts up to their collar bones. When the
generous man gives in charity, his armour expands so much as to cover his
fingertips and toes. When the miser intends to spend something the armour
contracts and every ring of it sticks to the place where it is (sinks into his
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flesh). He tries to loosen it but it does not expand."
[Al-Bukhari and Muslim].

Commentary: The Hadith metaphorically highlights the significance of giving
in charity, saying it covers up a man's sins in such way as a full coat of mail,
reaching his feet, conceals his whole body. Aside from it, there is a good
news for the almsgiver that his wealth will receive Divine blessing and he
will be safe from trials and tribulations. Whereas a miser faces a warning
that his sins and defects will be made known to people and not concealed
from them, and he will remain the target of miseries. We are further told
that when a generous man intends to give charity, his chest expands for it
and he happily gives vent to his generosity. On the other hand, when a
niggardly man intends to spend money in charity, his chest contracts and he
withholds his giving hand. To

conclude, this Hadith brings good news to generous people, and a warning
to misers.
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