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English

(55) Chapter: Excellence of Leading an Ascetic Life, and Virtues of Simple Life

Jabir bin 'Abdullah (May allah be pleased with him) reported:
Messenger of Allah (%) was passing through the bazaar with his
Companions on his both sides, when he saw a dead skinny lamb. He held its
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ear and said, "Who of you would like to have it for a dirham". They replied,
"We do not like to get it for nothing, and what shall we do with it?". Then he

([%) asked, "Would you like to have it for nothing?". They replied, "Had it
been alive, it would have been defective because it is skinny; but when dead
it is of no use". Messenger of Allah (%) said, "Truly, the world is more
contemptible to Allah than this (the dead lamb) is to you".

[Muslim].
Commentary: This Hadith also shows the futility of this world for which one
struggles so madly throughout his life. It is also an indication that the

Prophet (PBUH) used to seize the right opportunities to guide and teach his
followers.
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