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English

(44) Chapter: Revering the Scholars and Elders, Preferring them to others and raising their Status

Ibn Abbas (May Allah be pleased with them) reported:

‘Uyainah bin Hisn came to Al-Madinah and stayed with his nephew Al-Hurr
bin Qais who was among those who were close to ‘Umar (May Allah be
pleased with him) and had access to his council. The scholarly persons,
whether they were old or young, had the privilege of joining his council and
he used to consult them. 'Uyainah said to Al-Hurr: "My dear nephew, you
have an access to the Leader of the Believers. Will you obtain permission for
me to sit with him?" Al-Hurr asked 'Umar and he accorded permission. When
'‘Uyainah came into the presence of 'Umar, he addressed him thus: "O son of
Al-Khattab, you neither bestow much on us nor deal with us justly." ‘Umar
(May Allah be pleased with him) got angry and was about to beat him when

Al-Hurr said: "O Leader of the Believers, Allah has said to his Prophet (4%):
'‘Show forgiveness, enjoin what is good, and turn away from the foolish (i.e.,
don't punish them), [i.e., 'Uyainah] (7:199). This is one of the ignorant ones."
By Allah! When al-Hurr recited this, 'Umar became quite motionless in his
seat. He always adhered strictly to the Book of Allah.

[Al-Bukhari]

Commentary: This incident has been cited in this chapter for the reason it
tells us that many “Ulama' and Qurra' were members of the special advisory
council of "Umar (May Allah be pleased with him). Therefore, men in
authority should appoint their advisors from men who are known for their
knowledge, intelligence and piety so that they have the benefit of their
sincere and sagacious advice regardless of the flimsy and temporary worldly
interests. Besides this, the rulers should also be rich in patience and
perseverance.
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