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English

(42) Chapter: Excellence in doing Good to the Friends of Parents and other Relatives

'‘Abdullah bin 'Umar (May Allah be pleased with them) reported:
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The Prophet (%) said, "The finest act of goodness is that a person should
treat kindly the loved ones of his father".

'‘Abdullah bin Dinar reported:

'‘Abdullah bin 'Umar (May Allah be pleased with them) met a bedouin on his
way to Makkah, he greeted him, offered him to mount the donkey he was
riding and gave him the turban he was wearing on his head. Ibn Dinar said
to him: "May Allah make you pious! Bedouins can be satisfied with anything
you give them (i.e., what you have given the bedouin is too much). Upon
this, 'Abdullah bin 'Umar said, the father of this man was one of ‘Umar's
friends whom he loved best, and | heard Messenger of Allah saying, "The
finest act of goodness is the good treatment of someone whom one's father
loves".

Another narration goes: When 'Abdullah bin ‘Umar (May Allah be pleased
with them) set out to Makkah, he kept a donkey with him to ride when he
would get tired from the riding of the camel, and had a turban which he tied
round his head. One day, as he was riding the donkey, a bedouin happened
to pass by him. He (‘Abdullah bin '‘Umar) said, "Aren't you so-and-so?" The
bedouin said, "Yes". He (‘Abdullah bin 'Umar) gave him his donkey and his
turban and said, "Ride this donkey, and tie this turban round your head".
Some of his companions said, "May Allah forgive you, you gave to this
bedouin the donkey which you enjoyed to ride for change, and the turban
which you tied round your head".'Abdullah bin 'Umar said,"l heard

Messenger of Allah (%) saying, 'The finest act of goodness is the kind

treatment of a person to the loved ones of his father after his death,' and
the father of this person was a friend of 'Umar (May Allah be pleased with
him).

[Muslim].

Commentary: This Hadith teaches that after the death of one's parents, one
should maintain contact with their friends and treat them nicely. Besides
being a great virtue it is warranted by the needs for showing compassion to

relatives. To forget friends of one's parents and break contact with them is
condemned by the Shari" ah.
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