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English
(25) Chapter: Discharging the Trusts

Abu Khubaib 'Abdullah bin Az-Zubair (May Allah bepleased with them)
reported:

When Az-Zubair, got ready to fight in the battle of Al- Jamal, he called me
and said: "My son, whoever is killed today will be either a wrongdoer or a
wronged one. | expect that | shall be the the wronged one today. | am much
worried about my debt. Do you think that anything will be left over from our
property after the payment of my debt? My son, sell our property and pay off
my debt." Az-Zubair then willed one-third of that portion to his sons; namely
'‘Abdullah's sons. He said, "One-third of the one-third. If any property is left
after the payment of debts, one-third (of the one-third of what is left is to be
given to your sons." (Hisham, a subnarrator added: "Some of the sons of
'Abdullah were equal in age to the sons of Az-Zubair, e.g., Khubaib and
Abbad. 'Abdullah had nine sons and nine daughters at that time)". (The
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narrator 'Abdullah added:) He kept on instructing me about his debts and
then said: "My son, should you find yourself unable to pay any portion of my
debt then beseech my Master for His help." By Allah, | did not understand
what he meant and asked: "Father, who is your Master?" He said: "Allah." By
Allah! Whenever | faced a difficulty in discharging any portion of his debt; |
would pray: "O Master of Zubair, discharge his debt," and He discharged it.
Zubair was martyred. He left no money, but he left certain lands, one of
them in Al-Ghabah, eleven houses in Al-Madinah, two in Basrah, one in Kufah
and one in Egypt. The cause of his indebtedness was that a person would
come to him asking him to keep some money of his in trust for him. Zubair
would refuse to accept it as a trust, fearing it might be lost, but would take it
as a loan. He never accepted a governorship, or revenue office, or any public

office. He fought along with Messenger of Allah (%) and Abu Bakr, 'Umar
and 'Uthman (May Allah be pleased with them).

‘Abdullah added: | prepared a statement of his debts and they amounted to
two million and two hundred thousand! Hakim bin Hizam met me and asked
me: "Nephew, how much is due from my brother as debt?" | kept it as secret
and said: "A hundred thousand." Hakim said: "By Allah! | do not think your
assets are sufficient for the payment of these debts." | said: "What would
you think if the amount were two million and two hundred thousand?" He
said: "I do not think that you would be able to clear off the debts. If you find
it difficult let me know."

Az-Zubair (May Allah bepleased with him) had purchased the land in Al-
Ghabah for a hundred and seventy thousand. 'Abdullah sold it for a million
and six hundred thousand, and declared that whosoever had a claim against
Az-Zubair (May Allah bepleased with him) should see him in Al-Ghabah.
'‘Abdullah bin Ja'far (May Allah bepleased with him) came to him and said:
"Az- Zubair (May Allah bepleased with him) owed me four hundred thousand,
but | would remit the debt if you wish." 'Abdullah (May Allah bepleased with
him) said: "No." Ibn Ja'far said: "If you would desire for postponement |
would postpone the recovery of it." ‘Abdullah said: "No." Ibn Ja'far then said:
"In that case, measure out a plot for me." 'Abdullah marked out a plot. Thus
he sold the land and discharged his father's debt. There remained out of the
land four and a half shares. He then visited Mu'awiyah who had with him at
the time 'Amr bin 'Uthman, Al-Mundhir bin Az-Zubair and Ibn Zam'ah (May
Allah bepleased with them). Mu'awiyah (May Allah bepleased with him) said:
"What price did you put on the land in Al-Ghabah?" He said: "One hundred
thousand for a each share. Mu'awiyah inquired: "How much of it is left?"
'‘Abdullah said: "Four and a half shares." Al-Mundhir bin Az-Zubair said: "l will
buy one share for a hundred thousand". 'Amr bin '‘Uthman said: "l will buy
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one share for a hundred thousand". Ibn Zam'ah said: "l will buy one share for
a hundred thousand." Then Mu'awiyah asked: "How much of it is now left?"
'‘Abdullah said: "One and a half share. Mu'awiyah said: "I will take it for one
hundred and fifty thousand." Later 'Abdullah bin Ja'far sold his share to
Mu'awiyah for six hundred thousand.

When 'Abdullah bin Az-Zubair (May Allah bepleased with him) finished the
debts, the heirs of Az-Zubair (May Allah bepleased with him) asked him to
distribute the inheritance among them. He said: "l will not do that until |
announce during four successive Hajj seasons: 'Let he who has a claim
against Az-Zubair come forward and we shall discharge it."' He made this
declaration on four Hajj seasons and then distributed the inheritance among
the heirs of Az-Zubair (May Allah bepleased with him) according to his will.
Az- Zubair (May Allah bepleased with him) had four wives. Each of them
received a million and two hundred thousand. Thus Az-Zubair's total
property was amounted to fifty million and two hundred thousand.

[Al-Bukhari]
[1] 2ieet A 033
W WE: AfRZ (Sahih) 2fafFe
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