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English

(2) Chapter: Repentance

Scholars said: It is necessary to repent from every sin. If the offense involves
the Right of Allah, not a human, then

there are three condition to be met in order that repentance be accepted by
Allah:

1- To desist from committing it.

2- To feel sorry for committing it.

3- To decide not to recommit it.

Any repentance failing to meet any of these three conditions, would not be
sound.

But if the sin involves a human's right, it requires a fourth condition, i.e., to
absolve onself from such right. If it is a

property, he should return it to its rightful owner. If it is slandering or
backbiting, one should ask the pardon of the

offended.

One should also repent from all sins. If he repents from some, his
repentance would still be sound according to the
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people of sound knowledge. He should, however, repent from the rest.
Scriptural proofs from the Book and the

Sunnah and the consensus of the scholars support the incumbency of
repentance.

Allah, the, Exalted says:

"And all of you beg Allah to forgive you, O believers, that you may be
successful". (24:31)

"Seek the forgiveness of your Rubb, and turn to Him in repentance". (11:3)
"O you who believe! Turn to Allah with sincere repentance!". (66:8)

Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported:
| heard Messenger of Allah (%) saying: "By Allah, | seek Allah's forgiveness
and repent to Him more than seventy times a day."

[Al-Bukhari].

Commentary:

1. It is an inducement for seeking pardon and forgiveness. The Prophet
(PBUH), whose past and future sins were

forgiven, asked Allah's forigveness - then how about us, who commit sins on
regular basis, not to seek pardon and

forgiveness from Allah?

2. Sincere and ceaseless prayer for pardon is essential so that sins

committed by us unintentionally are also forgiven. The above Hadith lays
great emphasis on seeking pardon.
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