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There is no nation, nor there has been any which like them has during twelve centuries
recorded the life of every man of letters. If the biographical records of the Mohammadans
were collected, we should probably have accounts of the lives of half a million of
distinguished persons, and it would be found that there is not a decennium of their

history, not a place of importance which has not its representatives. Al-Isabah, I, P. 1.
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