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“First, mustard seeds, while small, are hardly the smallest of seeds. Many other seeds,
particularly some orchid species, are much, much smaller. Second, it isn't a shrub, but an
herb, and isn't particularly large as herbs go, either. There are many herbs that get
much, much larger. And third, it doesn't become either a shrub or a tree. Like all other
herbs, it stays an herb. It is an annual, and usually dies at the end of a single growing
season, so could hardly be mistaken for a shrub. The fundamentalist claims that use of
this analogy is OK, because, again, this is a parable. It’s meant to over dramatize the
analogy to drive home the point. It's metaphorical, not literal. The Rational Explanation
The reference simply shows an ignorance of very basic botany at best, and if one accepts
the fundamentalist's claim, would make Jesus guilty of hyperbole at the least. This is
another example of a false premise fallacy. Besides, without losing the power of the
metaphor (if a metaphorical device was intended), the error could have simply been
avoided by the insertion of the words "one of" (one of the smallest of seeds) rather than

stating, without qualification, that it was the smallest.”
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[1] http://www.bidstrup.com/bible2.htm
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