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“This passage by Mark has been the subject of considerable debate among Jewish and
Christian scholars. Basically Jewish scholars have pointed out, based on the evidence of
the Talmuds, that the washing of hands before meals was obligatory only on priests and
not on lay people like the Pharisees and scribes. While it may be possible that some, or
even many, Pharisees submitted to this ritual voluntarily, it is certainly cannot be said
that all the Jews were following this. Thus Mark had made a mistake in generalizing a

custom that was simply not practiced by all during the time of Jesus.”
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[1] http://www.rejectionofpascalswager.net/markauthor.html
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