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“Now how does the apologists account for these discrepancaies? Of course, the usual
“copyist’s error” explanation is used -with the same difficulty we have mentioned above.
Perhaps aware that using the same unproved assumption could be hazardous to their
ecclesiastical paychecks-some apologists have provided other ad hoc explanations. The

funny thing is that they often provide these explanations side by side with the “copyist’s
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error” one. In other words what they are saying, in effect, is “well, this may be an
explanation but if you don’t like this one, try another!”. This is NOT a rational method.
An explanation has to be probable-just because an explanation is possible does not mean
that the contradiction has been accounted for. The Encyclopedia of Biblical Errancy
quotes a typical fundamentalist attempt (William Arndt, Does the Bible Contradict Itself?)
at “solving the problem” of Solomon’s stalls (I Kings 7:26 and II Chronicles 9:25) [T]he
First Kings deals with the affairs of Solomon and the beginning of his reign, while that in
Second Chronicles belongs to the closing verses of the section describing the life and
deeds of the wise king [at the end of his reign] The explanation is ad hoc, since in no
way does the verses lead one to conclude what Arndt had suggested. It is introduced
purely as an attempt to get out of the obvious contradiction. One sense that he himself is
not too happy with such a defence when he later says: If anyone feels that the difficulty
is not fully removed by this method, he may assume that a copyist’s error has crept into
the text, a scribe writing 40,000 instead of 4,000. Amazing! Notice that it does not matter
which explanation is true, so long as it can be used! It is obvious that apologists are not

looking for the truth but merely for ways to keep to their faith.”
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“Here’s another lame explanation, this time regarding the contradiction of the capacity of
the tank built by Solomon (Carl Johnson, So the Bible is Full of Contradictions?): There
are at least two possible solutions to this. It could be a copyist’s error, or it could be that
the molten sea ordinarily contained 2,000 baths, but that when filled to capacity it
received and held 3,000 baths. Either way there is no real contradiction here. Note, again
the ad hoc explanation. There is no hint in any of the passages that I Kings gave the
‘ordinary’ capacity while the Chronicler gave the “maximum” capacity. It was introduced

purely to resolve the problem. And, if that it not good enough, try ‘copyist’s error’!”
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The numbers are so different here that even the “copyist’s error” excuse does not work.
Apologists have tried other ad hoc explanations: one is that the numbers of one verse are
simple “rounded off” versions of the other. It is hard to see how 1.1 million could be a

“rounded off” figure of 800,000! Here is another example of one verse with two
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contradictions: Il Samuel 10:18 And the Syrians fled before Israel; and David slew the
Syrians the men of seven hundred chariots, and forty thousand horsemen.. I Chronicles
19:18 And the Syrians fled before Israel; and David slew of the Syrians the men of seven
thousand chariots, and forty thousand footsoldiers... So which is which, did David slay the

men of 700 or 7,000 chariots? And were there 40,000 footsoldiers or horsemen?
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[1] http://www.rejectionofpascalswager.net/numerical.html

[2] http://www.rejectionofpascalswager.net/numerical.html#solomon
[3] http://www.rejectionofpascalswager.net/numerical.html#solomon
[4]

4] http://www.rejectionofpascalswager.net/numerical.html#solomon

& Source — https://www.hadithbd.com/books/link/?1id=14139

4/4


https://www.hadithbd.com/donation/donate_now.php
https://www.hadithbd.com/donation/donate_now.php
https://www.hadithbd.com/donation/donate_now.php
https://www.hadithbd.com
https://www.hadithbd.com
https://www.hadithbd.com
https://www.hadithbd.com

