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“The Bible is riddled with repetitions and contradictions ... For instance, Genesis 1 and 2
disagree about the order in which things are created, and how satisfied God is about the
results of his labors. The flood story is really two interwoven stories that contradict each
other ... The Gospel of John disagrees with the other three Gospels on the activities of
Jesus Christ (how long had he stayed in Jerusalem--a couple of days or a whole year?)
and all four Gospels contradict each other on the details of Jesus Christ's last moments

and resurrection.

The Gospels of Matthew and Luke contradict each other on the genealogy of Jesus Christ's
father; though both agree that Joseph was not his real father. Repetitions and
contradictions are understandable for a hodgepodge collection of documents, but not for

some carefully constructed treatise, reflecting a well-thought-out plan.
Of the various methods I've seen to "explain" these:

1. "That is to be taken metaphorically." In other words, what is written is not what is

meant. ...
2. "There was more there than..."

3. "It has to be understood in context." I find this amusing because it comes from the
same crowd that likes to push likewise extracted verses that support their particular
view. Often it is just one of the verses in the contradictory set which is supposed to be
taken as THE TRUTH when, if you add more to it, it suddenly becomes "out of context."
How many of you have gotten JUST John 3:16 (taken out of all context) thrown at you?

4, "There was just a copying/writing error." This is sometimes called a "transcription
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error," as in where one number was meant and an incorrect one was copied down. Or
what was "quoted" wasn't really what was said, but just what the author thought was
said. And that's right--I'm not disagreeing with events, I'm disagreeing with what is
WRITTEN. Which is apparently agreed that it is incorrect. This is an amusing misdirection
to the problem that the Bible itself is wrong.”
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“It should be kept in mind, however, that a perfect, omnipotent, and omniscient god
would reasonably be expected to have done a better job of it than the Bible had such a
god inspired a book.” “HATBE @ A N7 A To® @, e QL‘T@I?T iy, FfETe «ae
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Symptomatically, when debating the Bible, some can not or will not stay on topic,
chapter and verse. Some tend to explain things with unrelated, irrelevant, and feel-good
idealism or they will preach, by intimidation, to soul-save. Some, when they are at a
complete loss, tend to fall back on faith, which often comes across to others as non-
sense. For the finale, their departing shot usually consists of a voodoo-type curse or

warning. Insults and curses are sometimes used by those with the weaker debating skills.
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[1] http://infidels.org/library/modern/jim_meritt/bible-contradictions.html
[2] http://infidels.org/library/modern/jim_meritt/bible-contradictions.html
[3] http://www.thegodmurders.com/id90.html
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