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THRRIGH o JCET: “If you want to get a real sense of the inconsistencies in the
narrative of the four gospels, start with the trial of Jesus, and compare the accounts in
the gospels side by side, reading the account of each incident in the narrative in each
gospel before going on to the next incident in the narrative. It will quickly become
obvious just how inconsistent the Bible really is. As you do this, you'll come to realize
just how imperfect this supposedly perfect document has to be. And as such, the
reasonableness of one of the basic claims of the fundamentalist Christians, that of the

inerrancy of the Bible, will evaporate like the dew on a summer morning.”
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“If you concede that the Bible contains errors that have been made by translators or
editors, then you can conceivably explain anything in it as a copyist, translational or
editing error. That's an easy way out, that also has the effect of saying that since the
Bible is actually does have errors in it, it can't reliably be considered to be the infallible

word of God, either. If you want to take that easy way out, then you're not talking about
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the inerrant Bible that the fundamentalists claim I can pick up off of my local bookshop
shelf. My essay is aimed at them, not you. So PLEASE don't bother to tell me that these
are all translator's, copyist's and editor's errors. If it is going to be the reliable word of
God, it has to be inerrant, and that means truly inerrant; i.e., devoid of all translational,

copyist or editing errors.”
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“And finally, if you feel "called by God" to write to me and "bring me to Jesus,"

save
yourself the trouble. Do you seriously think you're the first? My web site gets a lot of
traffic (thousands of hits per day) and I get emails like that without exception with every
single email session I download, and I'm getting awfully tired of hitting the delete button
over and over and over. You're not making Christianity or Jesus any more appealing to
me by pestering me about Jesus blessing me, or my impending residence in Hell, or doing
the work of Satan, or my lack of reading the Bible in the "spirit," etc. Believe me, I've
heard it all a thousand times before, and I'm not impressed. All you're doing by trying to
evangelize me is to lend additional credence to my contention that Christianity is nothing
more than a highly evolved and infective meme complex. So please, don't try to
proselytize, evangelize or harangue me about the above issues. If you have something
genuinely novel to offer, or are interested in genuine, open-minded debate, I welcome

your response. But if your intent is to convert me into a follower of Jesus, or simply
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reiterate the same hopelessly inadequate explanations I've already listed here, forget it.”
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[1] http://www.bidstrup.com/bible2.htm
[2] http://www.bidstrup.com/bible2.htm
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