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FLATL T W AR TR | AT GG 8o [HCANNGI FACENS AT NG A |
‘CIRAITTINR 2R Y% ©elt” (Exorcism of the Gerasene demoniac) &CH T3 =CATE:

“The earliest account is from the Gospel of Mark... The Gospel of Luke version shortens
this but retains most of the details. The author of the Matthew Gospel shortens the story
more dramatically and turns the possessed man into two men; the location is also
changed, from the territory of the Gerasenes to that of the Gadarenes. The story appears
to be set close to the Sea of Galilee, but neither Gadara nor Gerasa is nearby; Gerasa is
around 50km South East and Gadara 10km away, about a three hour walk. ... Scholars
have identified at least two notable divergences between the two accounts. Number of
locations: The ancient manuscripts report more than one location for the exorcism:
Gadara (Gadarenes), Gerasa (Gerasenes), and Gergesenes.... One explanation is that
Matthew is attempting to correct the Mark account, substituting Gadara - a larger city,
and closer to the Sea of Galilee - for Gerasa: details that would make more sense to his
audience, who would be familiar with the region. The city of Gerasa (also known as
Jerash) had been a major city-center since its founding by Alexander the Great, or one of
his generals, in 331 BC. During the Roman period, it was one of the ten cities known as
the Decapolis (literally, 'Ten Cities'). Number of demoniacs: The gospel accounts differ on
the number of possessed men; while the Gospel of Luke version retains the one man in
the Mark account, the Gospel of Matthew version of the story changes this to two men.

This is particular characteristic of the writing style of the author of Matthew.”
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Kenneth Humphrey (FTCCR:

“Matthew was aware of Mark's gross error of geography: the reference to Gerasa (Jerash),
which was more than forty miles from Lake Tiberias. In his revision, Matthew switched to
"country of the Gadarenes". But even Gadara (Umm Qais) was eight miles from the lake!
As a result, vexed scribes sometimes amended Matthew to read "country of the
Gergesenes", a scribal invention that disguised the problem by ambiguity. Was "Gerges"
somewhere east of the lake? That same ambiguity is found in Luke, with variants of
Gerasenes, Gadarenes, and Gergesenes. Only the writers of the gospel of John found the

perfect solution - they omitted the piggy story entirely!”
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[1] ©car (mgA: S3ffea: Umm Qais

[2] http://www.jesusneverexisted.com/galilee.html
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