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“Our conclusion must be that Jesus came from Nazareth. The shift of his birthplace to
Bethlehem is a result of religious fantasy and imagination: because according to scripture

the messiah had to be born in Bethlehem, Jesus’ birth is transferred there.”
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[2] Gerd Theissen & Annette Merz, Historical Jesus: A Comprehensive Guide (1999) SCM
Press, London, p 165; Louay Fatoohi, The Mystery of the Historical Jesus, p 303
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