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Because both external and internal evidence are doubtful, a working hypothesis is that
John and the Johannine letters were written and edited somewhere in the East (perhaps
Ephesus) as the product of a “school,” or Johannine circle, at the end of the 1st century.
The addressees were Gentile Christians, .... The Jews are equated with the opponents of
Jesus, and the separation of church and synagogue is complete, also pointing to a late-1st-
century dating. The author of John knows part of the tradition behind the Synoptic

Gospels, but it is unlikely that he knew them as literary sources.
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“Since the 19th century the authorship of the Gospel of John has generated heated
controversy. Conservative scholars today generally accept John the Evangelist as the
author, but most scholars, who are not prepared to defend the view that the author was

an apostle and an eyewitness to the events recorded in the book, have proposed several
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different hypotheses. Chief among these hypotheses are that the fourth canonical Gospel
was written by “the elder” mentioned in the Second and Third Epistles of John...; that it
was composed by a disciple of John the Evangelist .. ; that it may have been written by a
friend of Jesus Christ, Lazarus of Bethany; or that it was written by an anonymous
Christian in Alexandria in the first half of the 2nd century. Most moderate scholars now
date John from sometime in the last decade of the 1st century or early in the 2nd

century.”
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“John 21:24 identifies the author of the Gospel of John as ‘the beloved disciple,” and from
the late 2nd century this figure, unnamed in the Gospel itself, was identified with John
the son of Zebedee. Today, however, most scholars agree that John 21 is an appendix to
the Gospel, which originally ended at John 20:30-31. The majority of scholars date the
Gospel of John to c. 80-95.”
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“The Gospel of John was written in Greek by an anonymous author. ... The gospel
identifies its author as "the disciple whom Jesus loved." Although the text does not name
this disciple, by the beginning of the 2nd century, a tradition had begun to form which
identified him with John the Apostle, one of the Twelve .... Although some notable New
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Testament scholars affirm traditional Johannine scholarship, the majority do not believe
that John or one of the Apostles wrote it, and trace it instead to a "Johannine
community" which traced its traditions to John; the gospel itself shows signs of having

been composed in three "layers", reaching its final form about 90-100 AD.”
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