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“The author has been identified with Luke, “the beloved physician,” Paul's companion on
his journeys, presumably a Gentile ... Of more import is the fact that in the writings of
Luke specifically Pauline ideas are significantly missing; while Paul speaks of the death of
Christ, Luke speaks rather of the suffering, and there are other differing and discrepant
ideas on Law and eschatology. In short, the author of this gospel remains unknown. Luke
can be dated c. 80. There is no conjecture about its place of writing, except that it
probably was outside of Palestine because the writer had no accurate idea of its
geography.”
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Most modern scholars accept Luke's authorship of both works. Some scholars, however,
because of factual contradictions between Paul's letters and the accounts of Paul in Acts,
doubt that Luke and Paul were closely associated during Paul's missionary work. ... It is
now generally agreed that the Gospel of Luke dates from the decade 70 to 80. Earlier or
later dates have also been proposed: if, as some have suggested ... if the absence before
then of any reference to the Gospel in the writings of the earliest Fathers of the Church
is taken as proof of a later date, it is possible that Luke's Gospel was composed at the
end of the 1st century. It is unknown whether the Gospel was written in Rome, Asia

Minor, or Greece.
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There is general acceptance that the Gospel of Luke and the Acts of the Apostles
originated as a two-volume work by a single author addressed to an otherwise unknown
individual named Theophilus. This author was an "amateur Hellenistic historian" versed
in Greek rhetoric, that being the standard training for historians in the ancient world.
According to tradition the author was Luke the Evangelist, the companion of the Apostle
Paul, but many modern scholars have expressed doubt and opinion on the subject is
evenly divided. Instead, they believe Luke-Acts was written by an anonymous Christian
author who may not have been an eyewitness to any of the events recorded within the
text. Some of the evidence cited comes from the text of Luke-Acts itself. In the preface to
Luke, the author refers to having eyewitness testimony "handed down to us" and to
having undertaken a "careful investigation", but the author does not mention his own
name or explicitly claim to be an eyewitness to any of the events, except for the we
passages. And in the we passages, the narrative is written in the first person plural— the
author never refers to himself as "I" or "me". To those who are skeptical of an
eyewitness author, the we passages are usually regarded as fragments of a second

document, part of some earlier account, which was later incorporated into Acts by the
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later author of Luke-Acts, or simply a Greek rhetorical device used for sea voyages.
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[1] "Gospel According to Luke." Microsoftd Student 2008 [DVD]. Redmond, WA: Microsoft

Corporation, 2007.
[2] ©3fsffex: Authorship of the Bible/ Luke and Acts
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