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“And John the Presbyter also said this, Mark being the interpreter of Peter whatsoever he
recorded he wrote with great accuracy, but not however, in the oredr in which it was
spoken or done by our Lord, for he neither heard nor followed our Lord, but as before
said, he was in company with Peter, who gave him such instruction as was necessary, but
not to give a history of our Lord’s discourses; wherefore Mark has not erred in any thing,
by writing some things as he has recorded them; for he was carefully attentive to one
thing, not to pass by any thing that he heard, or to state any thing falsely in these

accounts.”
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“Early Christians tended to link the gospels with one of the 12 apostles. If the text was
firmly attributed by early tradition to a man named Mark, Papias's presbyter probably did
the best he could with this tradition by identifying this Mark with John Mark in order to
link him to the apostle Peter. Hence, many scholars believe that the Gospel was written

by an otherwise unknown early Christian named Mark.”
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Though the author of Mark is probably unknown, authority is traditionally derived from a

supposed connection with the Apostle Peter, who had transmitted the traditions before
his martyr death under Nero's persecution (c. 64-65). The setting is a Gentile church.
There is no special interest in problems with Jews ... Full validity is given the worship of
the Gentiles. .... it is in good agreement with the traditions that Mark was written after
the martyrdom of Peter. Mark may thus be dated somewhere after 64 and before 70,

when the Jewish war ended.
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WF @oest CRfAfHfERT (oTeatR: “According to tradition and early church fathers, the author
is Mark the Evangelist, the companion of the apostle Peter. The gospel, however, appears
to rely on several underlying sources, varying in form and in theology, and which tells

against the tradition that the gospel was based on Peter's preaching.”
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