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“The first is written according to Mathew, the same that was once a publican, but
afterword an apostle of Jesus Christ, who having published it for the Jewish converts,

wrote in in the Hebrew.”
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Q T RIS Qi FIENAVE (Jean Carmignac) IG: "Eight early writers assert that
Matthew wrote his Gospel in Hebrew: altogether there are over thirty formal assertions
that this was so in the works of Papias, Hegesippus, Irenaeus, Origen, Eusebius of

Caesarea, Cyril of Jerusalem, Epiphanius and Jerome"
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ATS; O *ored (NeF ARG GF6! Ie g A | AR IET4: “Matthew

recorded in the Hebrew language the words [of Jesus], and everyone interpreted them as
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he is able.”
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Q A GBI YT IT fTwE:

Early Christian writers believed this book to be the earliest of the synoptic Gospels (hence
its position at the beginning of the New Testament) and attributed it to Saint Matthew,
one of the 12 apostles. They believed that he wrote the Gospel in Palestine, just prior to
the destruction of Jerusalem in 70. Although this opinion is still held by some, most
scholars consider the Gospel According to Mark the earliest Gospel. They believe, on the
basis of both external and internal evidence, that the author of Matthew used Mark as
one of his two major sources and a hypothetical collection of Jesus' sayings called Q
(from Quelle, German for “source”) as the second. They doubt, moreover, that the apostle
Matthew wrote the book. ... The commonly accepted time of composition is sometime

after 70, perhaps about 80.
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QIR 6 biblical literature/ new testament canon &dC& The Gospel
According to Matthew &% =11 *QACR:

Although there is a Matthew named among the various lists of Jesus' disciples, more
telling is the fact that the name of Levi, the tax collector who in Mark became a follower
of Jesus, in Matthew is changed to Matthew. It would appear from this that Matthew was
claiming apostolic authority for his Gospel through this device but that the writer of

Matthew is probably anonymous.....

Matthew is not only an original Greek document, but its addressees are Greek-speaking
Gentile Christians. By the time of the Gospel According to Matthew, there had been a
relatively smooth and mild transition into a Gentile Christian milieu. ... For Matthew,
there had already been a separation of Christianity from its Jewish matrix. ... The
Matthean church is conscious of its Jewish origins but also of a great difference in that it
is permeated with an eschatological perspective, seeing itself not only as participating in
the suffering of Christ (as in Mark) but also as functioning even in the face of

persecution while patiently—but eagerly—awaiting the Parousia.
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Tfef#fCaE Authorship of the Bible 2RTHA I&:

“Early Christian tradition held that the Gospel of Matthew was written in "Hebrew"
(Aramaic, the language of Judea) by the apostle Matthew, the tax-collector and disciple of
Jesus, but according to the majority of modern scholars it is unlikely that this Gospel was
written by an eyewitness. Modern scholars interpret the tradition to mean that Papias, its
source, writing about 125-150 CE, believed that Matthew had made a collection of the
sayings of Jesus. Papias's description does not correspond well with what is known of the
gospel: it was most probably written in Greek, not Aramaic or Hebrew, it depends on the
Greek Gospels of Mark and on the hypothetical Q document, and it is not a collection of
sayings. Although the identity of the author is unknown, the internal evidence of the
Gospel suggests that he was an ethnic Jewish male scribe from a Hellenised city, possibly
Antioch in Syria, and that he wrote between 70 and 100 CE using a variety of oral

traditions and written sources about Jesus.”
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[1] Eusebius Pamphilus, The Ecclesiastic History, page 245.

[2] Which Language Did Jesus Speak - Aramaic or Hebrew? (http://www.
godward.org/hebrew%20roots/did%20jesus% 20speak%20hebrew. htm) from (Jean
Carmignac, "Studies in the Hebrew Background of the Synoptic Gospels," Annual of the
Swedish Theological Institute 7 (1968-69), p. 88

[3] Which Language Did Jesus Speak - Aramaic or Hebrew? (http://www.
godward.org/hebrew%20roots/did%20jesus% 20speak%20hebrew. htm). See also: Eusebius,
Ecclesiastical History, page 127.

[4] "Gospel According to Matthew." MicrosoftO Student 2008 [DVD]. Redmond, WA:
Microsoft Corporation, 2007.

[5] "biblical literature." EncyclopOdia Britannica. EncyclopOdia Britannica 2009 Ultimate
Reference Suite. Chicago: EncyclopOdia Britannica, 2009.
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