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“According to Jewish and Christian tradition, Moses was the author of the Pentateuch, the
first five books of the Bible. Nowhere in the books themselves, however, is this claim
made; tradition stemmed in part from the Hebrew designation of them as the books of
Moses, but that meant concerning Moses. As early as the Middle Ages, Jewish scholars
recognized a problem with the tradition: Deuteronomy... reports the death of Moses. The
books are actually anonymous and composite works. On the basis of numerous
duplications and repetitions, including two different designations of the deity, two
separate accounts of creation, two intertwined stories of the flood, two versions of the
Egyptian plagues, and many others, modern scholars have concluded that the writers of
the Pentateuch drew upon several different sources, each from a different writer and

period.”
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TEfef#fCx Authorship of the Bible 2RTH &1 2CACR:

According to Rabbinic tradition the five books of the Torah were written by Moses, ...
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Today the majority of biblical scholars accept the theory that the Torah does not have a
single author, and that its composition took place over centuries. ,,, From the late 19th
century there was a general consensus among secular scholars ... that the first four books
were created c.450 BCE by combining four originally independent sources, ....
Deuteronomy is treated separately ...The process of its formation probably took several

hundred years, from the 8th century to the 6th.....
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[1] Craddock, Fred B., and Tucker, Gene M. "Bible." Microsoftd Student 2008 [DVD].
Redmond, WA: Microsoft Corporation, 2007.
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