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“The Bible was originally written in Hebrew, Greek, and Aramaic. No original
manuscripts exist, and there are distinct differences - though often minor - between the
various manuscripts that have survived. ,, There are many Bibles which differ not only
because of different translations but also because of including different selections of
writings... It therefore becomes difficult to accept the idea that the Bible is an infallible,
perfect document when it is not clear which documents really belong in the Bible or
whic varying manuscripts should be used in the translation, not to mention the inherent
uncertainties and problems that arise in translating any of the existing early
manuscripts. ... The popular concept of Biblical inerrancy and sufficiency... is hard to
square with the centuries-old uncertainty and controversy over what should be in the

Biblical canon in the first place. ,, In more recent times, Martin Luther called the Epistle
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of James "a right epistle of straw" ... Elsewhere he branded it as worthless ... In the
forward to his early translations, ... also said that Hebrews, James, Jude, and Revelation
did not belong among "the true and noblest books of the New Testament" .... If Martin
Luther openly attacked the canonical status of some books in the Protestant Bible, it
seems odd that his followers would later claim that the Bible is infallible, complete, and
perfect. The Bible makes no such claim for itself. ... When bible worshippers are
confronted with problems in today's bibles, they often try to fall back on the idea that
"the original bible" - as opposed to our translations, copies, versions, etc. - is what is
inspired, perfect, inerrant, etc., One huge problem with that defence, of course, is that
mankind hasn't had the benefit of the originals for ages and isn't likely to ever recover

them.”
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[1] @i @%: http://liberalslikechrist.org/about/biblestats.html
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