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“By the end of the 1st century, some letters of Paul were known to Clement of Rome ...,
together with some form of the "words of Jesus"; but while Clement valued these highly,
he did not regard them as "Scripture" ("graphe"), a term he reserved for the Septuagint.
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The Christianity General forum-«ad 316 ITC (Robert Boyd) (FTCATR:

“Paul's letters, written around 55-65 CE, fail to mention any Gospel miracle, act or major
event concerning Christ's life, apart from the Eucharist and some vague references to the
crucifixion and resurrection. He also fails to accurately quote any of Christ's teachings, as
depicted in the Gospels. Clement, writing some 30 years later, does little better than Paul.
While quoting extensively from the Old Testament, and offering numerous examples to
illustrate his points from the lives of OT prophets and saints, Clement, like Paul, ignores
the amazing life of Jesus Christ. Yet some 60 years later, Justin Martyr quotes extensive
passages from the Gospels, including many of Christ's miracles, birth details etc (but
fails to attribute such passages to any of the named Gospels). It was not until 180 CE that
Iraeneus finally put names to all four Gospels, a full 150 years after Christ's death. This
pattern is not what would be expected if in fact the gospel accounts had been written by
the named authors, early after Christ's death and based on actual events. I suggest that
the progressive and increasingly elaborate revelation of Christ, as witnessed through the
letters of the church fathers, is more consistent with an evolving myth than with a story
based on an actual, living Christ. The silence by Paul and Clement on the life of Christ is

difficult to explain, apart from the possibility that they were ignorant of any such life.
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...... From Clement, we glean nothing about the historical Christ or any of the events
associated with him. We learn only that Christ shed his blood as a sacrifice. There are a
few hints at Christ's teachings, but nothing accurately quoted from any named Gospels.
Numerous examples are cited from the OT and from the lives of the apostles in order to
illustrate principles of faith, love, persecution etc, but not one example from Christ's life
whatsoever, apart from aspects concerning his death and resurrection. The only rational

explanation is that Clement, like Paul, was ignorant of the life of any historical Christ.”
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[1] (@4=: A Brief History of the Bible http://liberalslikechrist.org/about/biblestats.html
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