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aiscEiffean fqbifasa BifC Jemaee Biblical litarature @3CH the new testament canon
QA o1 REACR:

“In the last decade of the 1st century, the Synod of Jamnia (Jabneh), in Palestine, fixed
the canon of the Bible for Judaism, which, following a long period of flux and fluidity and
controversy about certain of its books.... A possible factor in the timing of this Jewish
canon was a situation of crisis: the fall of Jerusalem and reaction to the fact that the
Septuagint was used by Christians and to their advantage, as in the translation of the
Hebrew word Oalma (young woman) in chapter 7, verse 14, of Isaiah—“Behold, a young
woman shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel”’—into the Greek

term parthenos (virgin).”
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(eTCACR: “There is no scholarly consensus as to when the Hebrew Bible canon was fixed:
some scholars argue that it was fixed by the Hasmonean dynasty, while others argue it

was not fixed until the second century CE or even later”
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Qe (e FIFM (97 IWEa (Fr. James Bernstein, Orthodox churchman) ‘GFISTo!
2T BI5 N g FN?’ (Which Came First: The Church or the New Testament? 1994, p 5)
T8F (http://www.protomartyr.org/first.ntml) JC=T:

“...the Jews did not decide upon a definitive list or canon of Old Testament books until
after the rise of Christianity. .... The modern Jewish canon was not rigidly fixed until the
third century A.D. Interestingly, it is this later version of the Jewish canon of the Old
Testament, rather than the canon of early Christianity, that is followed by most modern
Protestants today. When the Apostles lived and wrote, there was no New Testament and
no finalized Old Testament. The concept of "Scripture" was much less well-defined than I

had envisioned.”
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Ketuvim) &% I&1 JECR:

“That the formation of the Ketuvim as a corpus was not completed until a very late date
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is evidenced by the absence of a fixed name, or indeed any real name, for the third
division of Scripture. Ben Sira refers to “the other books of our fathers,” “the rest of the
books”; Philo speaks simply of “other writings” and Josephus of “the remaining books.” A
widespread practice of entitling the entire Scriptures “the Torah and the Prophets”
indicates a considerable hiatus between the canonization of the Prophets and the
Ketuvim. ... Ben Sira omits mention of Daniel and Esther. No fragments of Esther have
turned up among the biblical scrolls (e.g., the Dead Sea Scrolls) from the Judaean Desert.
... A synod at Jabneh (c. 100 CE) seems to have ruled on the matter, but it took a
generation or two before their decisions came to be unanimously accepted and the
Ketuvim regarded as being definitively closed. The destruction of the Jewish state in 70
CE, the breakdown of central authority, and the ever widening Diaspora (collectively, Jews
dispersed to foreign lands) all contributed to the urgent necessity of providing a closed

and authoritative corpus of sacred Scriptures.”
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[1] ©2f<sf*fExn: Development of the Hebrew Bible canon, The Hasmonean dynasty.
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