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Christianitybeganas a Jewish sect and thus took over the Hebrew God, the Jewish
Scriptures eventually becoming, for Christians, the Old Testament. During his ministry,
Jesus Christ was probably understood as a prophet of God, but by the end of the 1st
century Christians had come to view him as a divine being in his own right, and this
created tension with the monotheistic tradition of Judaism. The solution of the problem
was the development of the doctrine of the triune God, or Trinity, which, although it is

suggested in the New Testament, was not fully formulated until the 4th century.
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